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The Riſe and Fall of 
Madam Comin 
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Ar Father was a Rentiſb Farmer my Elder Brother 
a Vintner in London, and my felt, Educated in 
the Country, to the Innocent ſtroaking of the 
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Cows Teat. But my Brother in London, being a jolly 
Young Fellow, had got the length of his Miltreſles 
Foot, who was a brick Widow, that had ſent her 
Husband to poke his Way into another World with 
his Horns, and being left without Iſſue, like a Provident | 
Relict, ſhe had entirely ſecur'd his Effects to herſclf, by 1 
perſwading the Dying Cuctold to appoint her in his Will 
"Sole Executrix, that ſhe. might Reward her Living Gallant ' 
with the Induſt 


I have obſerv'd of late is become ſuch an accuſtomary 1 


Piece of Gratitude in our Sex, that when cver the Cuck- © 


old-riaker ſurvives the Cuckold, the Generous Widow com- 4 
monly gives the former the ſpending of what the latter 
. ot | 3 
ne this very Circumſtance hãd my Brother put him- 
ſelf, and became at once, by the Aſſiſtance of a Prieſt, 

his Miſtreſſes Maſter, and his Maſter's Succeſſor, both in 


Trade and Riches; and having call'd into his Remem- Y 
brance the many little Preſents he had receiv'd from the 


fair Hand of his Co- Partner, before ſhe was his Bride, which 
he had juſt Reaſon to ſuſpe& were clandeſtinely intercep- 
ted in their Paſſage to the Money Box, and converted to 
that Uſe which was not conſiſtent to his Maſter's Inter- 
eſt as it ought to be; but was given for the Reward of 
ſuch Secret Services as vhe injur'd Pricłet had but little Rea - 
ſon to Recompence, which occafion'd my Brother to have 
-- &-Jealous Eye towards the Bar, and to be very-Circum- |? 
. ſpe& in his Buſineſs, leſt the ſame, Trick ſhould be put up- 
on himſelf, which had paſs'd' Currant for ſeveral Years | 
pon his Predeceſſor. Therefore aſſoon as he had enter d 


4 


into 


rious Gleanings of her Dead Husband, which 


into this Conjugal Obligation, to prevent the Evil which he 
Y ſuſpected might happen, he writes a P=rſwalive Letter to 
j # my Father, to ſend me to Town with all Expedition to 
de his Bar-Keeper. © 3 1 
Thus of a ſudden was I taken up from ſerving of 11057 
ſuckling of Lambs and leaſing of Corn, and being Di- 
zel'd up in my beſt Paragon Gown and Red Petticoat 
which had ſtood the Attack of many a Turkey - Cock, I was 
appointed Super- Cargo over a Basket of Kentiſh Pippins, 
* which were (ent as a Preſent to my unknown Siſter-in-Law 
that her new Relation might have the kinder Reception. 
g When all Things were in a Readineſs for me to begin 
N my Journey, by the help of a Buffet- Stool, I was mounted 
, into a Butter-Cart, here I ſad wedg'd in between Hand- 
Bae ard Hampers littet'd up to the Shoulders in Stra w, 
1 and cover'd with a Sackcloth Canopy, to defend my Pretti- 
= neſs from the Sun, and my beſt Cloaths from wer Wea- 
ther In this Travelling Condition, chearful as a {mit- 
den Maid to meet her Lover, but Innocent as Eve before 
Corruption, I jog'd on towards the great Sodom of the 
* Kingdom, whilſt my Rural Charioteer entertained my 
Ears with the melancholly Whiſtle of a Pſalm Tune, and 
4 9 at once encourag'd his Team and ſeranaded his Paſſen- 
ger; and that which added ſomething to the Harmony, 
was the inceſſant Melody of the Horſes Bells, which kept 
ſuch a confuſed Tinkling in my poor perſecuted Ears, 
\. that Ihad much 2do to forbear thinking I was drawn a- 
K. n Set of Morice- Dancer: | Art 
By that time I had nibled up about Half a fix Pounder 
of Plumb-Cake, with an anſwerable Quantity of Cheeſe, 
de and empty da large Leathern Bottle of my Father's March» 
ch Beer, .brew'd to Fuddle the Reapers at the Feaſt of Harveſt 
_ & _ Home, we were got upon Southwark Stones, which jumb- 
a 22 about after ſo terrible a mannet, that I was afraid 
. Terty Joint of my Body would have been Diſlocated be- 


of & - fore I could ger to the Inn where my Brother was for to 
„met me. | 

ve his ſevere Pennance I under-went for about a quarter 
* of An Hour, dreading every Kennel as much as 2 Vaga- 


p- \/ boyd,doesa Whipping-Poſt ; being jolted about from 
„de to fide like a Hotſe-Bean in a Child's Rattle, tili my 
Cay 
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8 3 Was 5 all over as tender as if I had. been perſecuted a a 
ek together by a whole Family of Fairies, for ſome ® 
. unuſual Piece of futriſhneſs, and had alſo a Noiſe in my 
Head, from the rumbling of Carts, and ratling of Coach- 
e. that had every Shop- Keepers Wife been a Drum, and 
her Husband bearing her, the frightful Sound could not 
have been more In careful to the Fars of a Stranger, than 
the hideous Noiſe at firlt met with. At laſt, Heaven 


* 
-— " a a> Wael 


be praiſed, I got pretty ſafe, without Diſ-j - jointing one 1 


Member, to my Journeys End, where my Brother fat 
Waiting in the Tap-Houſe, to receive his New 'Rural and 
VUnpoliſh d Bar-keeper. When a Filial Joy was Recipro- 
. cally expreſs'd on. both ſides, he order d a Coach to be 
call d, and away he hurr ry d me to a private Lodging, 
Where he kept me for a Week, till he had ſtript my, In- 
© pocence of its Ruſtick Ornaments, in which unſtudy'd 
_ Decencics, Vertue keeps its Natural Air, and Youth Ind 
5 ty look the moſt Inviting, | 
he. Sie · Norm now ſupply'd the Sheep product, and 
| - Wy. own of, ſtubboxn Stuff, was turn'd into a ſoft and 
"pliable Silk one; my Flaxcn Shifts were chang'd into 
Bac Smocks, and my Country Coifs i ito a lofty H-ad- 


reis. When I was thus Metamorphiz d for the Honour 1 
8 our r Family, had ſhifted off all the Signs of my Country 


1 and had eflectually Transform'd poor Country 


1 | Madam, or at leaſt Mrs Johanna; and after 1 
30 reccived Nice Inſtructions how to behave m If, 1 
Wis conducted by my Brother home to his Houſe. in all 


„5 Gaity, as if I was juſt come to Town; and made ſo 


ping a Figure, that whoever, beheld me could. not 
* eive me to be any thing leſs than a Country Ju 722 1 
A Thus, in a Weeks Time, by the Help of tiew 4 


faſhionable Apparel, was I chang'd from a Home- bred 

K Houſewife, to the near Reſemblance of a Lazy: Gen- 

— Megan, exactly qualified for the Neu Fre 1 Fas | 
HOW deſign'd for, 

"From! the firſt time that I mikte l off my Count Hui. 

„ Memes, the good. Effects of my own, Induſtry, | found all 

thoſe Houſerifeh Inchinations which carry'd me with Plea- 


ure thro mv Rural Labour, quite vaniſh'd, and had, wa [1 
U N decke d ap my Perſon with theſe Splendid O 1 
mn 


0 


d a ments, which I had no ſhare in the Earning of, hut the 
me | 
/ Þ@ my Youthful Breaſt, awaken'd from its long ſieep, and 
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as willing to forget i had ever ſweated at a Chirn, or 
Þ broil'd in a Hay Harveſt at the ſpreading, of a Cock: And 
began (inſtead of Bread and Cheeſe, and the Leather Botth) 


all ſeeming Alacrity, 


great deal of Florid Tittle Tartle, a 
becoming a Daughter-in-Law. A Fat Fol, of the 

Quality was. now laid down.for Supper, and a Glaſs of 
% Primitive Canary that never had committed Adultery 
= with Leap White Wine, or the White of Eggs, was bro't 


ter my Journey; foc my Siſter knew no, 
had juſt taken my Leave of the Rocheſter **. 
lief of which, I was to manage with all Caution, accòtd- 
ing to my Brother's Inſtructions. My Siſter ſeem'd 10 


A gch 
as the heſt Cuſtomers nevet taſted Neat, tho” the ddu- 


Spirit of Prodigality, which till now had lain Dormant in 


grew lo powerful in me of a ſudden, that merhoughts,I 


F 


* 


to Dream of nothing but Lac'd-Shoes,, Furkelaw'd-Saryes, 
and tine Top- Knots. 1 Iban 
When pretty Miſs was thus glorioufl 


% 


Art eat i 14707 

| equip'd, that I 
might be no Diſgrace to my new marry'd Brother, Iwas 
preſented with abundance of Formality to my fine Siſter- 
in Law, who kindly recciy'd. me according to the Rules 
of Court Breeding, and uſher d me in behind the Bar with 


: * 


The Pippins were handed gut of the Coach, which' ! 


+ preſented to my Siſter as a Token of my Father S AﬀeGign, 
ich ſhe recerv'd with ay humble Acknowledgemenp pf 
4 of her Duty for her pakng en ae and expteſs d in a 


1 


le, all the Thankful Submiſſion 


4 me by the Hand of the Eldeſt Prawer, to retreſh, me af- 


other but that I 
. 5 5 her 


3 derfully pleag'd, and my Brother not a little proud of his 
+ new Aſſiſtant; and every, Favourite Cuſtomer ,had_$ 
HFHonour to be invited in behind the Bar to take a View 
and a Salute of my pretty-Ladyſhip. . 


C 


. , , 


8 Supper was ſoon ready, and nothing leſs. thay Ol 
ticated French was ſuffer d to come near the Table, 


CES 
oy „ 
K * 
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7 


ble the Price to gratifie their Pallats. 1 could not orbear 
bleſſing Providence; at this happy Alteration, elpeciglly 


14 


* 35 


when I confjder'd the vaſt Difference 1 found betwixt,the 


Heavenly Banquet as was now before me, and a Meſs of 


Nin d. Milk Gui d with-Browy Cruſt that had been Cup- 


boarded 


f : 
189 : 
1 N 
| 
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1 
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N boarded 2 Fortnight. When I caſt an Eye upon my new | 
Finery, and ſaw my ſelf thus ſeated in the midſt di. Plen- * 


. 


PE F had much Difliculty to perfwade my ſelf I was the 
225 


e Tidividuul Creature, that us'd to run a Mile thro” the 


Dirt to fetch up che Cows, ride five Miles to Market to 
Kell a Fat Pg, or half a Dozen Pounds of Butter, ſwear | 
two Hours together with hunting Hogs out of the Corn, 
«rtien return Home and ſcrape I euchers for the Plughmen; 


, +, 


LD as 


but rather fancy'd J had been all my Life- time in a Dream, 


- 


"and that till now, had been thoroughly awaken'd. 


"Advice, and Caution me againſt being too familiar with 


the lazy Baggages, her Miids ; alſo that I ſhould be ve- 


ry careful how I look'd with too favourable an Eye upon 


* When Supper was over, my Siſter, to ſhew her Ha! F 
Care and Afefion, began to give me 2 little of her good 


1 7 | 
any of the Drawers, but to keep them ar ſuch a Diſtance, - 
"Obedicat ro my Commands; for that it became a Bar- ; 


p keeper to have an Aſcendancy over all the Servants. 
This kind Advice was not at all difagreeable to that 


* „ 


,tho' I was aſſur d of the contrary, yet I had much ſtrug. 


proud Spirit which my fine Apparel had now poſſeſs d 
me wite; for I confeſs I was ſo exalted in my own Thought: 
upon this fudden Revolution of my Circumſtances, that 


- ling with my ſelf ſometimes, to forbear thinking I had 


* 


Jer to ſome Topping Quality. 


r 28 


M ben I was thus enter d into my Brothet's Tipling Ha- 

.: bitation, where Sobriety and Good Husbandry were as much 
© ont of Faſhion, as Honeſty amongſt ' Lawyers, and all the 
"Examples of Extravazancy imaginable were daily put in 


"F 


ice, to encourage thoſe who were Cuſtomers in their 


„Where J was firſt to fit. and learn of my Siſter- in 


* — . _ . 5 


aw how to magniſie a Reckoning, and ſcore double to 

A drunken Company; how to Qgle a Beau into a Spirit 
©, of Generoſity, and keep him in Hopes of what he was vc- 

2 FE ue obtain; that When 1 had made my ſelf an 
Abſolute 


1 bor thouland Pounds to my Portion, or atleaſt, Daugh. 


| : Miſtreſs of  rhofe neceſſary Acquirements, I 1 
might rake the whole Truſt gf the Bar upon: my ſelf, an. 
e Foetence dr fang my Biſer, © rho" rhe main Pee. 


2 B 41 


ty =: me ey. of 
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and Profuſeneſs : My Station was appointed in tbe 


ks 


he was juſt dying for me: If he kiſs d but my Hand, twas 


vas to ſecure my Brother from thoſe little Female Enucraach - 
ments which he knew his Wife had formerly been liable 
to; ſo that he had ſome Realon to fear ſhe might fall in- 
to a Relapfe of the ſame Diſtemper, which highly became 
this Prudence to prevent. Being a pert young Baggage, E 
had ſoon qualified my ſelf for my Poſt, and was accord- 
; © ingly admitted ſole Auditor of the Bar-Accounts, by that 


time I had ſpent a full Month as a Deputy. | 7 
Beſides keeping the Bar, I had now learn'd the modiſh 
way of Dreſſing, and had made my ſelf an Abſolute Miſ- 
treſs of all the little Chamber Practiſes that heighten Female” 
Charms, and ſer off Beauty.ro the beſt Advantage; inſo- 
much that all the young Students of the Law, and Shop- 
keeping Batchellors that us'd our Houſe admir'd my Pretti- 


| neſs, and thought me a Delicious Creature, none of them 


could paſs the Bar, but a kind Mord or Complement was be- 
ſtow'd upon me; and if Opportunity preſented fair, a 
Loving Kiſs and an Amorous Hug were given me, as convin- 
cing Teſtimonies of their looſe Afeftions ; for every Body 


” ralk'd to me of Love, but no Body of Matrimony ; ſo that 


I found they all wanted me for a Miſtreſs, but none car'd 
to take mie fora Wife: Let all the Amorettoes in the Neigh- 
bourhood expreſs'd ſuch violent Paſſions for me, that 
their Words were enough to have perſwaded ſuch a poor 
innocent Creature as I, to believe not a Man of them, in 
a Weeks time, would have eſcapꝰd Hanging or Drowning, 
if J had not mercifully beſtow d my Real Favours upon 
them; which I had Wit enough to know was my Intereſt 
and Security to keep from them. 
Not a Pheaſaxt or Partridge, could be cook'd for a Beau's 
Supper, but I was as ſure of a Leg and a Wing as a Parſor 


is of his Tythes; and as certain as he paſs'd by the Bar, I 


was honour'd with a Bow and a languiſhing Look, as if 


like a Cordial to a ſick Man; he would appear ſo ſudden- 
ly revivꝰd upon it, that I could not but fancy he took the 
Favour as a preſent Earneſt of his future Happineſs, which 


| he would tell me depended. upon my Kindneſs. Old 


about their Reckoning, on purpoſe to gratiſie their Iich 
| | in 


Leachers us d to come and whet. their Coſts-Teeth by look- 


ing at me. and ſtand quatrelling half an Hour at the Bur 


— — 
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bout me, and pleaſe themſelves under the Influence of my 


Toth and Beauty, as Flies does in the Sun-/hine. And be- 


cauſe ſome of their Amorous Number were as ſingular 
in their Perſons as they were in their Courtſhip, I ſhall 
conciſely entertain the Reader ' firſt with ſome of their 


Characters, and next with a few of their Letters, which 


I hope will prove as Pleaſant as Remarkable. 


The firſt Spark that laid cloſe Siege to Love's little 


Fortreſs, and hot whole Volleys of Afection at me every 
Time he ſaw me, was a Young Student- of the Temple, 
whoſe nimble Tongue, like an Aſpent Leaf, was always 
wagging, but to no Purpoſe. The Law was his Profeſ- 
fion, but Poetry his Study: Love was the Sphere he mov'd 


in, and HFruication the Center of all his Happineſs. His 
Books of no Ule but to adorn his Study; and he never 
thought of Pleading at any other Bar but a Vintner s: 


The Morning he ſpent in Dreſſing, the Afternoon in Court- 


8 27 and the moſt Part of Night in Debauchery: The moſt 


of his Knowledge conſiſted in a New Faſhion, of which 
he was an Abſolute Fudge; and the moſt diligent of his 
Enquiries were after the beſt Taylors, and a New Face: 
He admir'd every Woman he ſaw, but had a better Opi- 


ion of himſelf than he had of any of them: He talk'd 


mightily of Great Lords and Ladies; but never had the 


«Honour to be nearer them, than as they paſs'd by him in 
| their Coaches: He had the Wits in the Town by their 
Nick-Names, but never was admitted into any of their 
V Companies, except it was to Treat em: He was proud 
of a tew French Phraſes he had got by Heart, which he | 
repeated as a Magpye does What's a Clock, upon all Occà- 
ſions: He was a great Viſiter of a Fencing-School, and 
talk'd mightily among Cowards of Tiers, Cart, and Se- 
coan; but would ſooner draw a Dozen of his Teeth than 
a Sword, tho' in Defence of his Miſtreſs: He ſet himſelf 
up for = Man of Honour, and was cautious how he abuſd 
4 Gentleman; but would ſuffer himſelf to be call d twen- 
ty Block. Heats, rather than his Skin Mould once run the 
hazard of an Elet-hole: His Amours were more fulſome 


than a Ports Dedication; and every Attack was but the 


- 


aul Repetios ef his former Addrefſes” His Perſon was 
4 | a 


in Ogling of me: Admirers of all Ages us'd to ſwatm a 


wands dA — FO” e 93 


Ja moving Machine of Prodigality, his Dreſs the extrava- 


gant Purchaſe of Fools Pence, his Face a Regiſter of Foly, 


and his Ridiculous Deportment a meer Antidote againſt 


Love; his way of Courtſhip was to write Letters, and 
bring them himſelf, under precence of wanting an Op- 
portunity to Expreſs his Mind otherwiſe, or elſe that 
he could write better than ſpeak. And that the Reader 
may Judge of his Penman-ſhip, J have here preſented him 
with a true Copy of one of his Amorous Epiſtles, which 
I hope will prove Diverting. 


Moſt Seraphick Angel, 
JE Power of your Beauty, and the Pregnancy of your 
Wit, like a huge Pair of Bellows with two Ni ſſels, have 
puff d up a Flame in the Breaſt of your Humble Servant, more 
Fierce than Etna; which, except ſuddenly corrected, or extin- 
guiſh'd by the cooling Engine of your Compaſſion, will poſitively 
conſume, in a little Time, my while Fabrick of Mortality. O 
that there was an Inſurance- Office againſt the Fire f Love; 
but, who alas! upon Earth, is able to Repair that Noble Struc- 
ture, if once defac'd, which was built alone by the inimitable 
Avrtifice of Heaven? Could any Humane Society indemnrfie a 
Lover from the ſad Effects of this dangerous Ignis Fatuus, for 
certain every Man, hke an inſured Houſe, would wear a Pha- 
nix or a Salamander, as Token of his Security; but ſince it 
is not to be dove, Madam, I muſt only depend upon your Fuveurs 
as my ſafeſt Refuge in this Time of Extremity ; and therefore 
humbly beg you to caſt an De of Pity on the moſt Combuſtible of 
Your Humble Servants, | 
J. M. 


This Allegorical Piece of Singularity was thruſt into 
my Hand as I was ſtepping into the Bar, which I was un- 
der an Obligation of receiving, leſt I ſhould otherwiſe 
do my Brother an Injury by hazarding the loſs of a good. 
Cuſtomer, I never in my Life was much Merrier at Q 
trons and Commands, or Croſi Purpoſes, than I was over my 
Spark's Love-Letter. had an itching Mind to Anſwer it, 
only to carry on the Je{t; but upon due Deliberation, 
thought it would be conſtrued an Encouragement nor 

| B conſiſtent 


( 10 
| ſufficient Reaſons to miſtruſt were not at all Honourable; 


ſo prudently forbore to gratifie my Whim, leſt my Hand 
Brother Block-beads in prejudice of my Reputation. 


got, This moſt Humble and Obliging Servant, was a 


as much Conjuration in his Head, as ever had Far Ba- 
con, and was ſo deeply learn'd in Natural Magick, that 


tho' at twenty Miles Diſtance, much worſe than a Groan- 
ing Board. 


Beſides, the wonderful Knowledge he had in PH ek, 


he was an Excellent Sympathetick Surgeon; and if he had 
but the Cudgel a Man's Head was broke with, by Dreſ— 
- fing the Plant that had done the Miſchief, he would m: ke 
the Patient's Noddle as ſound as if he had been a Month 
for his Cure in St. Bartholomew's-Hſpital, He had always 


would cure all Diſtempers but Poverty. 

He had invented a Subterranean Conveyance for Hamp- 
ſtead Air to be brought into London, for the better Preſer- 
vation of the Health of the Inhabitants, that each Houſe- 
| keeper might have it laid into his Cellar at as ſmall an 
F Expence as they have the New-River-Water ; and that e- 
very Smith and Founder ſhould be ſupply*d- with a Pair of 
Mathematical Bellows, that ſhould Work without any 
Hands, and continue Blowing Everlaſtingly. 

Many Advertiſements were put in the News- Papers to 
amuſe the Publick, inſomuch that ſome Fools were afraid 
to walk in the Fields, for fear of an Eruption. He was 
3 mighty 


coſiſtent with a Maids . and be apt to Fluſh * 
him with new Hopes of effecting his Ends, which I had 


( as is every Fip's Cuſtom) ſhould be ſhown to all his 


Another Spark I had, who was always hovering about 
the Bar like a Cricket about a Baker's Oven, and fancy d 
he receiv'd as much Benefit from my Smiles, as the other | 
does from the comfortable Blaze of a Bruſti-wood Fag- 


Young Phyfician, juſt come from the Univerſity, who had | 


he could do any thing in the World, by the Help of Sir 
Kellum Digby, but make me Love him: It a ſlovenly Drun- | 
kard had manur'd the Door, my Lover, by the help of a 
| Red-hot Poker apply'd to the unſavory Drippings of his 
| unmannerly Bumfiddle, could make the Offender Roar, 


} abundance of Projects in his Head to get Money, yet he 
commonly wanted it; and had a Univerſal Noſtrum that 


5 (109 
mighty proud of this windy Projection, and was highly 
pleas'd, that at his own Expence, he could make other 
Pcople like him He was always as pert as if he had the 


World in a String; and was as prodigal of his Eloquence 


as an Ape is of Mimickry. He was as laviſh of Latin, as 
an Iriſhman of his Bulls; and Ovid or Virgil muſt be call'd 
to the Juſtification of every Sentence thar he ſpoke. He 
us'd more hard Words in his common Talk, than there 
are Kots in a Crab Tree; and always made ſuch unintelli- 
gible Courtſhip to me, that it was hard for a Woman to 
diſtinguiſh whether he talk'd Englih or Arabick. 

His Perſon was of a DiminutiveSize, as if Nature had 


deſign'd him, by his dapper Stature, for a New-Market- 


Rider; yet he ſtrutted as he walk'd as if he had ſwell'd 
himſelt to a Giant in his own Fancy, He commonly wore 
Black, as moſt agreeable to his Profeſſion; and always 
look'd as Neat and as Japan, as a piece of poliſh'd Ebony. 
He was mighty Complaiſant, eſpecially to the Female- 
Sex; and was ſo very Officious, Fawning, and Subſer- 
vient, that he would become a Ladies Chamber much 
better than a Lap- Dog. 

When Pleaſure, more than Buſineſs, had drawn him in- 
to the Country, his Head being rroubled with Love Mea- 


XZ grims, he honour'd me with the tollowing Letter, as a 


Token of his Affections. 
Dear Lady, | 


HE Magick Power of your Eyes, tho at this Diſtance, 
has put my Heart's Blood into ſo violent an Ebullition, © 


that nothing but a Cordial Aſſurance of your Salutiferous Aﬀec- 


tions, can reduce it to its Natural Diſpoſition. Dur killing Beau- 
ty has made me a Patient, and no Phyſician but your ſelf, can 
Adminiſter a Cure. I proteſt, Madam, I live you much better 
than I ds Gallen or Hypocrates, and could heartily forſabe my 
Books to ſtudy Nature in your Admirable Perfefions : Tour 
Eyes, to me, are like a Couple of Actual Countries, which e- 
very Look applies a-freſ> to my wounded Breaſt, to the Terror of 
my Vitals, Had. I Purgatory in my Heart, and Hell in my 


Conſcience, I could not be more terrified than I am with that E- 


neferous 
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neferous Paſſion which your Charms have kindled. Awake, you 
are the Subject of my Muſe ; and afleep, the ſole Object of my 
Dream. 

Beſides the Fever in my Breaſt, I have a Frenzy in my Brrains 
both owing to the Enchantments of your bewitching Beauty, J 
am neither Eaſie uhen I am up, nor can I Reſt when I'm in 
Bed, but Riſe at Midnight in the Myon ſhine, and Dance about 
the Room in Search of you. In ſhort, Madam, I am ſo diſor- 
der d with the Extravagant Paſſion I have for your dear Perſon, 
that Ido every Thing like a Bedlamite, Stare like a dead Pip, 

Run about lik: a Mid- Cat, and except you reſtore me to my Seu- 
Jes, by the Kind Adminiſtration of one Doſe of your Favours 
when [ come next to Town, the blind Conqueror, Love, will 
certainly Trip up my Heels, and fend me out of the World a Ra- 
* wing Mad-man; therefore, if you are qualified with that Pity 
which becomes rhe Tenderaeſs of your Fair Sex, I deſire yuu 
would make it Manifeſt to your languiſhing Lover, and 
2 Humble Servant, T. H. 


My Innocency hitherto had not ſuffer'd me to Form a- 
ny Idea of the Happinefs of Love, ſo that none of their 
Rhetorick Bombait could as yer kindle the leaſt ſpark of 
Affection in me towards my Admirers, ſo that their Let- 
ters and Addreſſes were as wholly ineffectual as an Ap- 
- plication to a Cutier without Money, for a Place, Ser- 
ving me only now and then to divert me at a Leiſure Mi- 
nute, inſtead of an Academy of Complements; and to 
pleaſe me with bringing into my Remembrance that T had 
ſomethingin my Power worth ſuch abundance of Solici- 


1 | 

Another Amouriſt I had, whoſe Figure and Diſpoſiti- 
on was quite different from the former. This was a 
wordles City Beau, and the eldeſt Prentice of a Linnen- 
Draper, Heir to a good Eſtate, which he could no ways 
loſe the Certainty of, but by di ſobliging his Father. His 
amorous Proceedings were very well approv'd on by my 
Brother, who would have been glad to have had it a 
Match and therefore gave him thoſe Opportunities of 
Courtſhip behind the Bar, which his Rivals wanted; but 
notwithſtanding he was a young Citizen, yet he was no 
ſuch Chub to faſten himſelf upon the Hook for all his 1 24 

© | | ing, 
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ling, but only wanted, like the reit of my Suitors, to en- 
rertain his Luſt with that Delicious Curioſity a Maiden- 
head, that he might have the Satisfaction of Boaſting a- 
mong his Brother Libertines, that he had the Honour of 
being the firſt Man that had brought a young Creature 
to Ruin: Many kind Words, Kiſſes, and choſe Hugs was 
daily beſtow'd upon me, in order to warm my Heart, be- 
ger Vicious Inclinations, and by gentle Degrees to bring me 
at laſt co a Compliance, I muſt confeſs, I began now, by 
Kiſſing and Toyi g, to find an unuſual Diſorder in me, 
and ſhould ſometimes: be ſeized with ſuch a ſhortneſs of 
Breath, and Tremulation in my Limbs, that I was almoſt 
ready to dic away without knowing what was the mat- 
ter with me: A Deſire of Male-Converſation I found was 
now quicken'd in me; and methoughts every little Love- 
Dallience, which before I eſtcem'd but a Trifle, was be- 
come the higheſt Satisfaction I had ever taſted ; not that 
I alone found this Pleaſure in his Company, but I began 
ro behold Men in General with other Eyes, taſted their 
Kiſſes with new Lips, and all the little pleaſing Familia- 
rities, which before ſeem'd Troubleſome and Impertinent, 
now render'd their Converſation the more Delightful to 
me. This was the ſecond Revolution my unſettled Diſ- 


poſition had been ſubjected to, and now. I ſhall proceed 


to give a Character of the Spark in whoſe Company I was 
firſt made ſenſible of this pleaſing Alteration in me. 

His Perſon was very Tolerable, tho' not half ſo Hand- 
ſom as he thought himſelt; he was not Silly enough to 
be deem'd 4 Fool, nor had he Senſe enough to be thought 
Wiſe, except in his own Conceit. He was always as 
neat about the Feet as a Dancing-Mafter, uſing two Black 
Spaniſh Balls to one White Waſh-Ball, and never needed 
any other Looking Glaſs than his ſhining Shoes, to Waſh 
his Face by; his Buckles were adorn*d with Briſtel-flones, 
to the terrible Diſcomfort of all ſore Eyes that met him in 


the Sun-ſhine. He wore his own Hair, under the Ma- 


nagement of Sedgwick, and every Lock ſtood as formally 
in Curl, as a Deal-Shaving juſt plain'd from-a Plank. His 
Cloaths were always well made, and. his. Linnen at all 
Times very neat ; yet any Body would have gueſs'd him 


A Citizen by his Formality, and a Linnen-Draper by the 


profuſeneſs 
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| 8 his Neck-cloth. He was very Facetious 
| in bisCarriage, and as Obliging in his Words; but had 


| 3 ſo much Lying on the other- ſide of the Counter 


that he knew not how to ſpeak Truth when he was out 
of the Shop. He was a very great Country Dancer, and 
| *valu'd himſelfmightily upon the Nimbleneſs of his Legs, 


"and rather than ſit ſill, would take a Chair for a Part- 


ner. If he wanted Company, he was very liberal of his 
"Money, in Treating of thoſe who would be at the Trou- 
ble of humouring him, and was always fondeſt of their 
Company that made him the greateſt Bubble. He was a 
mighty Admirer of a New Song, and thought it requir'd 
more Wit to make a pretty Ballad, than a good Sermon. 
"He was a great Lover of Riding, and valu'd himſelf very 
much upon a little Horſemanſhip ; and a Journey out of 
Town to ſee ſome Villain hang in Chains, was his Holi- 
day Recreation, His Spurs were kept in Cotten to pre- 
vent their Ruſting; and his Boots, to preſerve their firſt 
Blackneſs, were kept cloſe in a Caſe, as Nice as a Beau 
keeps his Periwig. He was very Ambitious of being 
thought a Gentleman, and would Curſe his Parents for 
putting him to a Trade, becauſe it hindred him from 
. wearing a Sword. He was very forward to lay Wagers, 
"and very apt to loſe them, and was a very Talkative 
Companion over a Bottle, from the Time of ſhutting up 
of Shop to the Ringing of Bow Bell. 
In the height of his Amours, his Father heard of his 
"Courtſhip, upon whick he was forewarn'd my Brother's 
Houſe, and my Company, upon the Penalty of Diſinhe- 
'ritance ; ſo that my Brother's Hopes and my Lover's In- 
trignes were at once haffled, and my felt ſet at Liberty, 
for the next fair Bidder. But, that the Reader may ſee 
he took his Leave like a Man of Honour, I have made 3 
_ "Recital of a Fatewel-Letter, which he ſent me after his 
Father had enj oyn'd him to a Renunciation of my Com- 
pany, &c.  ' 1 5 n 
D Eo. 
{ NF. all the Oli Rogues in Suffolk, that ever got an Eſtate 
kT by Fatt ning Cattle with Rubbiſh, and cheating London 


; 
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"with Rotten Sheep aum N- Ed Oxen, my Father, for certain, 4 
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the moſt hard hearted ; for, upon fome Intelligence Be has met 
with of the paſſionate Affection your Charms and Vertue have o. 
blig'd me to bear to your Jelf, he has ſerv'd me with. ſuch an Iur 
junction by the Poſt, to for bear your Company, that threatens me 
with nothing leſs than a threadbare Coat and empty Pockets, and 
as many more Curſes as the moſt Unautiful Sons can poſſibly de- 
ſerve from an Unjorgiving, Offended, and Implacable Father. 
He ſwears by all the Oxen in his Ground, the fatted Swine in 
his Hogſties, and all the reſt of God's Bleſſings about him, that 
if I do not deſiſt in my Addreſſes to you, if a Sheep-Turd of bis 
Uplands would ſave me from hanging, he would not ſpare me 
one as big as a Maiſtcoat- Button; and that when he dies, his 
Eſtate ſhall ſooner go to the Building an Alms- Houſe to maintain 
decay d Sheep ſtealers and Houſe: breakers, than he would leave: 
me as much Land as I could ſtand upon on Tip-toe; and that he 
will never on me for a Child, but ſwear to all the World that 
I am an Undutiful Baſtard. Vader theſe Difficulties how ſhall 
Ike able to behave my ſelf ? Iwant your Advice, but dare not 
come to as it; all my Hopes are, if you have any Reſpect for me, 
that you will ſtill continue it tho I cannot ſee you till the preſent 
Scene of Affairs be alter d, which may happen much ſconer thaw - 
expected; for the Old Gentleman, God be praiſed has been in a 
Dropſy this ten Tears, by denying himſelf Strong- Beer when he 
Sweats, and Guxxling down ſuch ſmall Rat- Gut with his To- 
bacco, that his Higs ueuld ſcarce thank him for. Theſe are ve- 
ry hopeful. Signs, that in a little Time, if I do but oblige him, 
good Luck will befall me; and thoſe ſeven hundred Fat Acres of 
which he cozen d the Publick, may deſcend into his Hands who 
will do the World Juſtice with them. 
I aſſure you, Madam, the Love I have hitherto profeſs'd to 
you, ſball be always kept ſacred, and all my Promiſes remain in- 
violable ; and aſſoon as the Old Grixæle- Beard drops into another 
World, and the Eſtate into my Hands, you ſpall find I will pro- 
poſe ſuch Terms as ſhall make both you and my ſelf happy ; until 
which Time I muſt beg your Pardon that Ido not wait upon you: 
For to run the hax ard of loſing an Estate for the Purſuits of a 
Miſtreſs, whoſe Favours or Affections I am no ways aſſured of, 
would render me ſuch a Reprobate to my Father, and a Block- 


head to my ſelf, that when you found my Angry Dad had given 
the Eſtate from me, you'd be apt to follow his Example, and diſ- 
Poſe of your Perſon after the like Manner; ſo that Ithink it the 
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beſt Way to ſecure the Eſtate firſt, 2 then there can be no great 
Danger of lofing my Miſtreſs, if ſhe be not otherwiſe diſpos d on, 
to the great Diſſatisfattion of. him, who remains, betwen Hawk 
and Buzzard, your moſt Affectionate, Humble Servant, 

* | G. H. 


This Letter, I muſt confeſs, nettel'd me a little, at 
firit Reading on't, appearing to me, by its Stile, to be 
downright Banter and nothing of Truth in't, but ſent 
purely in Ridicule to Affront me, which, in as little time 
as Runner turns Milk into Cheeſe-Curds, had ſo altered 
the Temper of my Body, and Diſpoſition of my Mind, 
that the little Reſpe& which once I had for him, was no 
turn'd into ſuch a Revengeful Agony, that I could think 
of nothing hut his ſpeedy Ruin and Deſtruction, to com- 
pleat which, I had toon projgfted a Method; for Women 
the World knows, in ſuch Cates, are always very quick 
of Invention; but it happen'd in two Days time (before 
I had put my Deſign in Execution) to be fully ſatisfied 
that what he writ to me concerning his Father's ſevere 
Edict, was Matter of Fact; and that he would urterly 
loſe the Paternal Aﬀe&ion of his Parents, as well as an 
Eſtate, ſhould he be known to continue his Amour, ſo 
that I was a little better ſatisfied, or elſe I had fully re- 
| folv'd to have convey'd my Love's Letter to the Hand of 
his Father, that the Old Gentleman might have ſeen the 
wonderful Reverence and Reſpect his hopeful Son had for 
his Grey Hairs, and how heartily he pray'd, the back- 
ward Way, for his long Life and Happineſs ; which Du- 
tiful Expreſſions would, without doubt, have ſo obli- 
ged the Old Man, that if a Hens Egg would have ſav'd 
him from ſtarving, he would ſooner have ſuffer'd it to 
have been ſuck'd by a Weaſle, than a miſerable Death 
ſhould not have Rewarded his Diſobedience : But upon 
a right Underſtanding of Matters, I conſider'd better, 
ſubdu'd the Tyrant Revenge, pacified my reſtleſs Boſom, 
and depended on the Conduct of Providence for the fu- 
ture Iſſue of our interrupted Love. 

Gratitude, the punctual Regiſter of all Kindneſs, had 


ſo deeply ſcor'd the Amoron- Hugs, Endearing Words, | 


and Pleaſant Kiſſes of my laſt Lover in my Memory, that 
cr before 


8 Py 
before I could rub them out of my Thoughts with the 
Spunge of Oblivion, (remember my Station, and forgive 
me that I ſpeak like a Bar-keeper ) 1 had a freſh Attack 

made upon me by a Young Officer, who was as vigorous 
in his On- ſet, as if he deſign'd, when Opportunity ſtood 
fair, to attack Love's Cittadel by Storm. He had a 

new Air in his Courtſhip and Deportment, with which 
before I had never been acquainted, and ſo very Com- 
plaiſant, and yet ſo very Confident, that at once his Car- 

ö riage was both ſurprizing and obliging; by his forward 

| Application, and familiar Way of Exhibitiug his Paſſion 

he had gain'd more Ground, and made himſelf better ac- 

ö quainted with me in two Days Time, than his Predece 

. ſor had done in two Months: I began to approve migh- 

tily of his Martial Way of Proceeding, and in a very lit- 


tle Time was ſo hugely enamour'd with a Red Coat, 

c that tho' I had always hated a Lehſter as bad as Meaſly 

> Swines Flcſh, I now began to take a wonderful liking to 

1 the Meat purely for the Shell's ſake; ſo that I reconciled ll 
: my ſelf to a Thing that I hated, becauſe a Man that 1 


7 lik'd happen'd to be of the ſame Colour. I had not been 
1 beſieged above 48 Hours by my new Knight-Errant, but 
) he had chas'd all my former Admirers out of my Thoughts 
k as if I had never known 'em, finding my ſelf as forgetful 


f as the Good Woman, who having been marry*d a Fort- 
e night to a ſecond Husband, and being ask'd what the 
Ir Name of her firſt Husband was, truly ſhe had utter- 
* ly forgot it. 


0 Till now I never had a thorough Senſe of Love, and 
* muſt acknowledge twas Mars not Cupid, that was the 
d God that wounded me; all the ſhort Momentary Warmths þ 
0 I had hitherto felt, were no more than the Effects of ſome Þ8 
h | _ -provoking Freedoms that ruffles Nature for the preſenr, f 


"n and ripens our Inclinations to that Luſhious Familiariry, 
r, to which my ſelf, amongſt the reſt of the Number of true 
a, Maids, was as yet a Stranger; as Kiſſes, Squeezes, Hugs | 
u- and ſuch like Dalliance, that raiſe wanton Thoughts, be- 
get looſe Deſires, warm the Breaſts, and give a pleaſing 
ad Motion both to the Veins and Fancies of Young Crea- 
s, | tures, tho' never ſo Innocent and Ignorant ; but now, all 
at] of aſudden, I found my ſelf in ſach a Condition, tharf 
Ire C had | 


| 
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my Brother's Abſence would afford him Opportunity; for 
my Brother, as I ſuppoſe, knowing him to be a true Son 
of Mars, that us'd to Attack a hundred Petticoats to the 
Storming ot one Town, thought it neceſſary to caution 
me againſt him, that I ſhould not be deluded by that In- 
ſinuating Tongue, that had conquer'd more Women than 
his Sword had Enemies; but my Brother's Care was all 
in vain, for like a Bat about a Torch, there was no beat- 
| ing me off cill I had burn'd my ſelf. E 
It being Vacation time, and our Trade depending e- 
Ty much upon the Iuns- , Court and Chancery, we had but 
Uxtle to do at this Juncture; ſo that my Siſter-in-Law 
Was ſent into the Country, and my Brother was often a- 
broad, which gave my Lover large Opportunities of tick- 
Ling my Ears with his Campaign Eloquence, and giving me 
ſtrange Notions at a Diſtance, of thoſe Love- Enjoyments 
which J had never taſted. Theſe ki d of pleaſing Hints 
and Intimations, ſtill nouriſhed my Aﬀe&ions, and made 
him every Day, a further Conqueror of my Heart, than 
other: T0 fle Deſigns were vicious, as the Conſequence 
made manifeſt, yet he never all this While ofter'd any ſuch 
Rank Inmode/ty, but what an Over-fond, tho' Honourable 
Lover, in an Extafie might be apt ro commit; and a-very 
Vertuous Maid be willing enough to Pardon; tho' I have 
| ſince Reaſon to ſuſpect the Cauſe of his Civility was ow- 
ing to the want of Opportunity; for the Room behind 


l 
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the Bar lay ſo-expos'd to the Servants, that nothing cou'd 
be done there private enough to eſcape their Diſcovery” ; 
which Prudent Conſideration, I ſuppoſe, deterr'd : him 
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from an Artempt, and kept him to a forbearance, till all 
Tnings ſhould be convenient for his Enterprize. 

Tnus he continu'd in his Amours, till he had made as 
complear a Conquelt over me, as ever did Heros over the 
Heart of a fair Lady; and tho' he had not pierc'd me with 
his Launce, and laid me ſprawling upon my Back, as St. 
George did the Dragon, yer I don't know what he might 
have done if he had but had a clear Stage; for I believe 
he would ſcarce have wanted my Favour to have gain'd 
an Abſolute Maſterſtiip ; for I fear Iſhould have been too 
ready to have become his Victim: And to let you know 
how: Handſome a Gentleman, and how, Formidable a 
Champion in Love I thought him, (not as after I found 
him), I ſhall here Picture him in Black and White, as he 
-appear*d to me thro? Love's dim Eyes, that diſcovers Ob- 

jects but Imperfectly. | | | 
Nie had ten thouſand Handſome Fieldings in every Fea- 
ture, and was always as brisk as a. Young Heir that has 
juſt buried his Father. Many Notable Exploits he had 
done in Flanders; and to hear him Talk of his Bravery 
was enough to make any Man Fear him, and every Wo- 
man Love him: There had been no Battle ſince he had 
been in the Army, but he was always in the midſt on'c, 
where Men fell as thick to the Ground as. Ripe.Plumbs 
from a ſhaken Tree; yet he always had the good Firtane 
to come off Shit-free. The General and he us/d often to 
lay their Heads, together, and no conſiderable Defign 
was ever form'd but he had always a Hand in it. 
He never talk'd of any. Body leſs than Quality; and 
Conrtiers and he were as great as Incle makers. The King 
had ſnch'a Kindneſs for him, that he might liave any 
Fhing for Asking, but he ſcorn'd to beg a higher Poſt, 
till he had done his King and Country ſome Signal Ser- 
vice to deſerve it. He was never uncivil to an Enemy, 
when he had him in his Power, but always dealt by his 
Priſoner like a Man of Honour: He was born under the | 
Influence of Mars, with a wonderful Inclination to Fight- | 
ing, inſomuch that he would often ſwear. he had rather 
be in a Battle àgainſt the Frexch, than at a good Dinner 
with a keen Appetite. He had kill'd, perhaps many a 
brave Fellow in his Time, but (God be thank'd) he never 
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did any Man a Miſchief in cold Blood. He was very Al- 


fable in his Deportment, and exrreamly Complaiſant in 
all Company, and would ſooner take an Affront at any 
Time, than to Revenge it with Bloodſhed. ' He was 4 
great Lover of a well bred Geiirleman, but hated a Book- 
learn'd Blocthead much worſe than a French Coward. He 
| was a mortal Enemy to a Papiſt ; and D-----n him, be 
would ſtand by the Proreſtat Religion whilſt he had a Drop 
ot Blood in his Body, He ſhifted his Wigs as often as a 
| Barber's Block, and would not, like an Owl, be ſeen two 
Hours together in the ſame [vy-Bujh. His Body was like 
a Waxwork-Figure, and his Cloaths the very Perfection of 
| Tayloriſm : His Tongue was the Oracle of Love, and his 
Dear Selt the very Jewel of a Lover. | 

When the Fire ot Love had almoſt conſum'd my Senſes, 
ard burnt my poor Heart to a Cinder, my dear Captain 
was order'd to change his Town-Quarcters, and return in- 
to the Country, upon which he ſent the following Let- 
ter, wherein he made himſelf a Plain Dealer, and in down- 
right Terms, told me what I had to truſt to. 


Dear Madam, 5 LO 
Ho' Love is as Natural to a Soldier as Oats to a 
Game-Cock, or Raw Fleth to a Lion; yer Matri- 
mony, that terrible Piece of Pricſt-Crafr, which every Wiſe 
Man dreads as much as an Ape dees a Whip, or a Seaman 
a Cat-of-Nine-Tails, 7s more diſagreeabie to a Martial Con- 
ſtitution, than Fighting to a Dutchman. Tho* I cannot but 
acknowledge that I Admire vour Beauty, Dote upon your Dear 
Perſon, and always think my ſelf bleſt when I am honour d with 
your Company; yet Marriage that dulls the Edge of Love's Ap- 
petite, and Over-ballances the Enjoyment with Cares. Croſſes 
and Vexations, ts not a Sate fit for a Man who gets bis Li- 
wing by the Sword, and maſt, upon Occaſion, if commanded, 
wander into Foreign Countries, and cut his Way thro” his Ene- 
my to come at a good Dinner. Seamen, I muſt coufe)s, - are 
mighty fond of eutring themſelves into this double Condition, and 
will have Wives, tho they ſee them but ſeldom, if it were ouly 
to be honour d with the Venerable Names of Husband, , and 
Father; - but if there has been a marry'd Seaman in the Fleet 
ever ficce the Building of Noah's Ark but what has been a 
We HAD IR; 9 Tuck old, 
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Cuckold, 7B be bound ro Drink the Fat of Rheniſh at Hei- 


N dleburg for a Whet, aud aſſoon as I have done, Eat up all 


Leadenhall-Market for a Breakjaft : Therefore we Landmen 
of the Soldiery, are very Timerous of entriug into the Church- 
Noole, for fear of faliing under rhe fame Predicament : But 
if I have ſo prevail d upon your Compaſſionate Heart, ſo as to 
have any Share in your Affect ions, and hon will make me hap + 
Py with your Dear Company whilſt I ftay in England, yeu h 
d me as Jult and as Loving a Confident as ever Woman 
truſted her Honour with, or Iunocent Maid heftet d. the fi ft 
E wits of her Virginity upon: And, aſter we haue had the Ex- 
perience of one anothers Embraces, and we both. agree in Mur 
tual Approbation, 7 will end aver: by all peſſille Means, to 
reconcile my ſelf to that abominable Bugbear, which, as yet, I 
am very. much afraid of. I you dare to truſt your ſelf under my 
Care, IJaſſure you, Madam, you ſhall find me a Man of Hu- 
nour ; for I will Treat you lovingly while you are with me, and 
provide jor you when I am from you, which is all the Juſtice a 
Man can do, o, a Woman reaſonably expect. I have this Day 
recerved Orders to March with my Troop to Northampton; J 
ſhall begin my Match on Friday Morning; therefore af you are 
willing to comply with the Terms I have propos d, I defire you 
will meet me to Morrow Night, about Seven.a Click, at the 
Three-Tun-Tavern, in Shandois- ſtreet, Covent Garden, 
and I ſhall be ready with open Arms to, give ou a Joyful Recep- 
tion; and to confider of ſuch Preparations for your Journey in- 
to the Country along with'me, as ſhall be neceſſary; therefore if 
you. have any Reſpect for me, you cannot Manifeſt it more, than 
in thus Obliging your Faithful Friend, and Admirer, 
This ſurprizing Letter was like a Thunder- Bolt to my 
Breaſt, and ſtruck me backwards into a Chair for a few 
Minutes, as dead as a Herring; but at laſt recovering 
Breath enough to pump up a deep Sigh, I began to recol- 
le& my ſelf, and conſider what little Reaſon I had to be 


afflicted with ſuch an inſupportable Paſſion, ſince there 


was nothing hinder'd me of enjoying all the Happineſs I 
could wiſh for, but my inſiſting upon that Ecclefraftical 
Ceremony, which ought to Licenſe us to our Liberty: So 
that I found I had nothing left to do but to ſet them to- 
gether by the Ears, and like a politick Coward ſubmit 


my 


8 2 
my ſelf to the ſtrongeſt Side. I let them battle faitiy in 
my Breaſt, till Love, upon the Trial of Skill got a con. 


plear Victory, and inſinuated Marriage was bur a tyranni- 


cal Embargo laid upon the natural Freedom of Humane 
Race, by the Cunning of the Prieſts, who had always 
Wit enough, till of late Days, to exempt themſelves 
fromthe Confinement. Love prompting me to conſider 
further, that as long as he lov'd me, he would be kind 
and obliging to me, and whenever he was tired of my 
Company, and grew moroſe and flighring, it was my 
Advantage to be at Liberty to leave him; for the Meat 
that has ſurfeited one Man, may go down with a freſh 
Appetite; and that it was one of the higheſt Curfes ima- 
ginable for a Woman to be chain'd to a Man that cares 
not a Fart for her, who, if ſhe were at Liberty, might 
have a Thouſand Admirers. Theſe and a Hundred ſuch 
whimſical Notions, Love had partially poſſeſt me with, 
till at laſt, the mighty Conqueror had fully prevail'd up- 
on me tocomply with the Delires of my Lover. | 

. Accotdingly, at the Time prefix d, having equip'd 
my {elf in my beſt Apparel, and furniſh'd my ſelf with 


all profitable Neceſſaries for my Amorous Expedition, I 


made an Elopement from the Bar with all imaginable 
Privacy, and potted to the Arms of my Lover, who, in 


a diſpairing Condition, ſat ready to receive me, not 


knowing what to think, becauſe I had neglected to diſ- 
patch to him any Intelligence of my Reſolution. 

To expreſs the Joy he ſeem'd tranſported with at my. 
coming, lies not within the Power of-Female Eloquence; 
but his Ecſtaſie was ſo great, and his Deſires ſo ungo- 
vernable, that he had much Difficulty to forbear ſacrifi- 
cine my Innocence to his Paſſion, the firſt Moment I had 
blelt him with ſo fair an Opportunity; and indeed I had 
much Struggle to defend my ſelf from the Attack. When 


- with' a throbbing Heart and bluſhing Cheeks, I had ac- 


knowledg'd my Weakneſs, and made him ſenſible he had 
brought my Heart into an abſolute Subjection, and that 
I ſubmitted my ſelf to his Mercy, as a Victim to a Con- 
querot; and he with a deep Sigh of Gratitude, as the 
Obligation could require, had expreſs'd his Thanks; he 
firſt entortained me with a Supper, and then .remov*d 

I. me 
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me in a Coach to a Lodging in St. Jumes's, wnere I ſuf⸗ 


fer d that co be ſpoil'd in one Minute, which had been 
Eighteen Years in Nurſing to a Perfection. oh 
Having taken Leave of my Virginity, we began next 
Day to prepare for our Journey to Northampton; My Love 
and 1 went down in the Coach, and the Marching down 
of the Troop was left to the Lieutenant. I was now 
honour'd with the Title of the Captain's Lady; and all 
tae accultomury Formalities of Man and Wife paſs d mu- 
tuaily between us. 
Bur as all the Satisfactions of this tranfirory World 
are but ſhort Liv'd, and the greateſt Felicities on this 
fide Heaven have always the quickeſt Expiration, ſo the 
happy Paradiſe wherein I had taſted the forbidden Fruit, 
ſoon vaniſh'd from my Sight, and left me amidſt a Thou- 
ſand Sorrows ; for before a Month was ended, the plear 
ſing Smiles that uſed to fit upon his Brow, and the kind 
engaging Air with which he us'd to illuſtrate his Deport- 
ment, were now fled, and the Soldier had flung off the 
Diſguiſe and Flattery of a Courtier, and put on the ſtern | 
Behaviour 'of a robuſt Heroe, looking as if he had a 
greater Appetite to eat an Enemy, than he had to treat à 
Miſtreſs with Civility : This ſudden Alteration in him, 


{work'dan anſwerable Change in me, and made me grow 


as Sullen as he was Moroſs. ; 
Fortune, to favour my Gallant, had ſo ordered the 
Affairs of Europe, that he was commanded into Foreign 
Service this gave him a fairer Opportunity of ſhaking off 
his Bundle of Rue, than otherwiſe he would have had; 
which ſo pleas'd him, that he began again to clear up a 
little, and ſhew ſome ſmall Glimmerings of Good Na- 
ture, through his cloudy Uneaſineſs; thinking it would 
look more Honourable to come fairly off by pleading the 
Neceſſity of his Command, than it was wilfully to break 
all his Vows and Promifes, without the leaſt Provoca- 
tion on my ſide, to furniſh him with an Excuſe. 
Tho” the ſhortneſs of his Stay made him thus diſſemble 
an Affable Out- ſide, yet I was not ſuch a Child but I 
could diſcern a great Abatement in his Kindneſs, and 
thought it high Time to put him in Mind of making ſome 
Proviſion or other for me, in his Abſence. When an Op- 
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—Portunity ſat fair, and I judg'd, by his Looks, he was in 
2 complying Temper, I put on the beſt Begging Counte- 
nance I could, and ſprinkled my Roſie Checks with a 
few mollitying Tears, firſt expreſſing an unextinguiſhable 
Paſſion for his Perſon; ſecondly, an unfeigned Sorrow 
chat I muſt ſo ſoon loſe him; and at laſt, in the ſofteſt 
Language I could uſe, to move him ro Compaſſion, 1 
touch'd upon the Hardſhips of my. own Circumſtances, 
and how wretched I was like to be. when I was robb'd 
not only of every Thing that was Dear ro me, but left 
Deſtitute of Support. | 
I thank my Stars, I manag'd this my laſt Point ſo feel- 
ingly, that I melted his ſtubborn Heart into a Generous 
Compliance of giving me Thirty Guineas ; which, for a 
 Sv4iiiier to part with to a Miſtreſs, under the Declenſion 
ot his Love, I muſt confeſs, was like a Man of Honour. 
Atrer I had thankfully receiv'd his Preſent, I told him 
Icouid think no leſs, than that a Woman's Company to 
a Gentleman at ſuch a juncture when his Head and his 
Heart muſt be both taken up with the Fatigue of Buſi- 
nets, could neither be at all pleaſant or convenient; there- 
fore if it would be any Eaſe to him, I would remove to 
London and by my ſelt bewail the Thoughts of his De- 
parture. He made a faint Apology for his being ſo taken 
up about the Regulation of his Troop, that he conld not 
give that Attention, and ſhew that Reſpe& to me that he 
oughc to do; but hop'd I would acquaint him where I 
Rx d in Town, that he might take his Leave of me before 
he went to Flanders; which I promis'd I whuld do accor- 
dingly: So waiting on me to the Stage-Coach, where 
he kiſs d me with as much Indifference as if I had been his 
Siſter, and looking as if he wiſh'd his Thirty Guineas a- 
gain in his Pocker, he gave me two or three Campaign- 
Cringes, with'd me a good Journey, and rookithis laſt Fare-J 
| wel; for notwithſtanding I was as good as my Word, II 
never ſaw him after. | 
Having thus, to my great Sorrow, unhappily taſted of 
the Forbidden Fruit, and being utterly forſaken of my 
| Relations as well as my Lover; when I came to Town I 
began to ſeriouſly conſider what an uncomfortable :Con-] ; 
dition Iwasnow left in, having very Authentick Reaſons| | 
0 OI 
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to believe I had metamorphos'd my ſelf from an Innocent 


Virgin into a four leg'd Animal, which in a little Time 
I found ſo true, that I felt Love's ſweer Remains 
grow ſo unruly in his nartow Confines, that I thought 
ſometimes to enlarge his Dominions, he was. kicking my 


Guts out. Notwithſtanding the unhappineſs of my Cir- | 


cumſtances, the Imprudence of my Youth was ſuch, that 
I had not that due Regard of my Misfortune, as was ne- 
ceflary ; but ſquander'd away my Spark's Benevolence in 
ſplendid Ornaments, forgetting the Time of: Trouble 
and Adverfity wasdrawing on, againſt which an unthink- 
ing hg in my Condition, ought to have been well 
rovidet. | = 
: By this Time I was lo far thriven under my Pregnancy 
that I was forc'd to let out my Strays, and lengthen 
Petticoats; and was ſo mightily ſwell'd, that any Body 
might eaſily diſcern what Sort of Poiſon I had been med- 
ling with. When I was near my Time, my Money was 
near exhauſted, without ſo much as a Swadling - Clout in 
Readineſs to cover my Shame, which was almoſt ready 


to ſtart naked into the World: But, by chance, having 


crept into the Acquaintance of an old experienc'd Lady, 
whoſe wrinkl'd Brows, and hypocritical Eloquence, ſeem d 


to ſhew ſhe had run thro? all the changeable Conditions 


incident to the complying Nature of the Female Sex, and 
looking upon her grave Ladyſhip to be a proper Confident 


for a Sinner in my Circumſtances, I dealt plainly with 


her, and acquainted her with the Particulars of my Mis- 


fortunes, and entreated her not only to give her Advice, 


but to lend me her Aſſiſtance, for that I wanted both 


Money and Management to ſteer my ſelf clear of thoſs 
Parochial Dan 


N 


| | ers that attend us Ladies, who venture to 
do the Work of Creation without a Licenſe from the Clergy; 
ſhe faithfully promiſed me her Friendſhip, and told me, 


ne would undertake to convey me too thro? all my ap- 
 proaching Difficulties, provided I would afterwards com- 


comply with ſuch Conditions as ſhe ſhould propoſe, to 


make her amends for that Trouble and Expence ſhe muſt 


of Neceſſity be ar: Which Articles of Agreement were 
follow, viz. That a oon as I was diſcharged of my trouble- 


Jetit Barthety and all Things * reduc d 18 their Primitiue 


E ondition 


1 | a. wh 
n 
> I 


2 
— c 7 
© ton, nil were uUghin render d capable Tlumane Uſe, 7 
Bots Jurrenaer ap ny whole Body from Head to Heel to be at 
Her Dippoſal, wit hint Exception, for the full Space of one Lear; 
And to f 4005 fubmtit upon al Oecaſſons, to all ſuch Bodily Ex- 
rife und Occn} 


"oh Neceſſary berweew Baud and, Midwife, ſent immedi- 
ay for 4 Co ple of her Truſty Fami ars. I now began 


dy to apply a Pilto to my Mouth, Tfhould haye loud 


lending her 
ay Pains, at the 
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what we Had been dofng, to the whole Neigh- | 
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faction; which he had no ſooner done, but the poor Babe 
gave back that Life he had ſo diſhoneſtly come by. My 
Confident's greateſt I rouble being now over, ſhe began 
to think ſhe had a good Bargain on'r, and cheriſh'd me 
up with Caudle and boil'd, Chickens till I was almoſt fur- 
feited; lo that I was grown ſo luſty in a Fortnights timè 
that the Old Beldam would have merrily inſinuated I had 
gather d Strength enough for Humane Conſolation, 
Notwithſtanding the Violence of my Pain, and the 
Prolixity of my Labour, which, during the Time of my 
Ex:remity, were enough to make Lucifer renounce his Pride, 
or a Don John of Auſtria reſolve againſt Tibertiniſm ; yet 

the Prevalency of ſtubborn Nature, and the Laſcivious 
Inſin uations of my Bawdy Governeſs. in a Months Time, 
had ſo far corrupred me, that I had buried all my paſt 
[- Miſeries in Oblivion, and was fallen into as deep a Re- 
„ | lapſe of my Love Inclinations as ever, and was fit for a- 
ft | ny lewd Expedition that my wicked Matron could pro» 
1, | je& for me, When 1 was thoroughly recover'd of my 
- | Strength and Health, and was in an Airy Condition of 
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0 going abroad, my Old Inductreſs carried me into a Ward- 

d robe, where as many changeable fine Dreſſes were hung up 

h | in Order, as are to be ſeen in a Theatre | 
This Scene being over, ſhe then proceeded to give ma 
e || Inſtructions how to behave my ſelf, and after what Man- Þ 
r | nerl ſhould Treat the ſeveral Tempers, Ages, Degrees, 
aud Qualities of ſuch Men that I ſhould be liable to con- 
- | verſe with; concluding her Diſcourſe with a neceſſarx 
n | Caution againſt Bulies and bad Company; telling me, | 
2 Alas ! *Twas a wicked World wwe liv'd in, and that Man was 
a n Trencherous Creature to Nomen, and never to be truſted x 1 
r | Adviſing me therefore by all Means, to be ſure of mx 
2: | Wages before I did my Work. | 
n When the thonght by theſe, and {ich other Pious n- 
ſtructions, ſhe had throughly qualified me for the Buſineſs 
y | ſhe deſign'd me; then every Day ſhe jumbled me about | 
= Town in a Coach, to one Gentleman's Chamber or other, | 
rx | till before the Expiration of ſix Months, there was not an 
e -. Court, or Chancery, but where I had very plentifullx 
e catter d my Favours; inſomuch that by her Management 
and my own Indfatigable Induitry, ſue had aequir'd Mo- 
1 | ney 
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3 | 
me, to take and furniſh a great 
Honour to keep one of the mo 


Bey enough, in a little Ti 
FHaoule, here ſhe had the 
eminent Brot hels in London. 3 
ty this Time I had the Misfortune of becoming 2 
known Face, ſbe having trapan d ſeveral freſh Country 
Laſſes into her Service, whom ſhe adorn'd (being new 
Faces) with her beſt Apparel, and plac'd over my Head; 
4 that the chief of my Bu ineſe was to Dreſs the Ladies, 
and now and then to Qblige ſome Courtier s Valet, or Lord's 
'Fortman. In this ſinful Servitude was I forc'd to remain, 
till at laſt my too frequent debanch'd Practices had kind- 
led in my Youthful Veins ſuch a Venereal Fire, that 
Drabs, lech, Nodes, Nocturual- Paint, and all the Miſerits 
that could at once actend a wicked Life, puniſhed me for 
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that baſe Inconvenience to which I had ſo fooliſhly and 


| 


Thameſally ſubmitted; and in this Condition the vile Bel- 
dam, to ſhew the Gratitude of a ſuperanuated Proſtitute, 
ſtript me of my Plumes, excluded me her Houſe in ſcan- 
-dalous Apparel, and with empty Pockets; that had I 

not ſought Relief at King land- Hoſpital, T had periſh'd in 
the Streets, for want of Hod as well as Phy/ith- 


* 


| — _ Theſe are the Comforts of a Vicious Life ; therefore let 


Tub and Beauty ſtand upon their Guard, leſt they ate un- 
-- happily ſeduc'd ro ſhare the ſame Fate, and be brought 
dos ſorrouful Repenrance under the fame Miſeties. 


